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Drugs and Terror
In the U.S., the Bush administration's new antidrug
advertising campaign aims to influence youth by linking
drug use with supporting terrorism. But it has struck a
nerve with critics who contend the message is inappropriate
and goes too far.
The campaign began with two 30-second spots during
Super Bowl XXXVI for about $1.9 million each.  The first
30-second spot, called "I helped," shows a series of young
people saying things like: "I helped murder families in
Colombia -- it was just innocent fun." "I helped a bomber
get a fake passport -- all the kids do it." "I helped blow up
buildings -- my life, my body." It ends with the tag line:
"Drug money supports terror. If you buy drugs, you might,
too."
The criticism, from both traditional foes of White House
drug policy and individuals who typically support antidrug
messages, has produced parodies, editorials, debate and
even research, although the advertisements have been out
for only two months. Proponents call the advertisements
powerful and factual. Critics say that the link between drug
use and terrorism is overreaching wartime propaganda and
unlikely to be effective.
Ethan A. Nadelmann, executive director for the Drug Policy
Alliance, which favors a strategy based more on treatment,
said: "This is a shameless exploitation of the war on terror.
The government is trying to bolster a failing war on drugs
by linking it to the war on terrorism."
John P. Walters, director of the White House drug office,
said the idea for connecting drug use and terrorism came
after the State Department identified 28 terrorist
organizations and linked nearly half of them to drug
trafficking. The campaign's Web site
(www.mediacampaign.org) includes a list of several events,
from the detonation of terrorist car bombs in Colombia to
the murder of Mexican officials with AK-47's, to support
the claims of the ads. Mr. Walters said that while there was
no way to measure the effectiveness of the advertisements
yet, reaction to the spots had been enough to persuade him
to extend the campaign through the summer and to add
several new advertisements.
Jones, A. N.  Ê (April 2, 2002).  Strong views, pro and con,
on ads linking drug use to terrorism.  New York Times.

Substance Abuse Treatment Post September 11th

A new survey administered by The National Center on
Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA) at Columbia
University, reports an increase in the demand for drug and
alcohol treatment for almost half of the U.S. six months
following September 11th.   The demand has been detected
in twenty-three states, five cities and Washington D.C.
Not surprisingly the reported areas are concentrated largely
in the East Coast (the attacks occurred in New York,
Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania).  While the effects
of September 11th have been sited as a possible factor, the
study points out that other factors may include:  improved
law enforcement, recession, rising unemployment, decreased
tourism and new laws.  However, the study does not report
on the demographics of treatment seekers so we do not
know how youth are being affected.
Nearly Half the National Reports an Increased Demand
for Drug and Alcohol Treatment Six Months After September
11.  (April 2, 2002).  The National Center on Addiction
and Substance Abuse, Columbia University:
www.casacolumbia.org

Bad News for Early Birds!
Australian clubs and hotels in New South Wales are now
forced to shut down the video poker machines (“pokies”)
for at least three hours each day. Interestingly enough the
pokies are off limits between 6am and 9am when most
adults and youth are still tucked in tight under the covers!
The new regulations are part of the Carr government’s
gambling harm minimization package contained in the new
Gaming Machines Act.
While the first phase of a mandatory shut down of machines
is clearly not a realistic or effective means to curb gambling,
NSW Gaming Minister Richard Face’s announcement that
his government will impose further restrictions in May this
year seems to be a more promising approach. As of May,
clubs and hotels will be forced to shut down gaming
machines for six hours a day.
NSW Pokies Off Limits for 3 Hours Each Day.  (April 23,
2002).  Casino Wire:  www.casinowire.com


