Come September,- 1970, The Saint Joseph Teachers’
College moves into a new orbit — a new entity. Like
Solomon Grundy, born on Sunday and buried on Saturday
— and that was the end of Solomon Grundy. Or better still,
from conception through infancy, childhood, adolescence
and finally marriage — a span of some thirty years. And now,
a new name — the Faculty of Education, McGill University.

For it was early in 1939 that the seeds of The St. Joseph
Teachers’ College were sown. And in September 1939, the
enterprise oozed into life.

It was a humble beginning. Nevertheless it signalled a new
force in Quebec education. Unheard above the sound of
guns, for World War II had also burst into life — and death.
The impelling reason for its foundation was the timid
emergence of the English Catholic community as an identity
in education. Or as one grandee of the Department of
Education at Quebec remarked: “You have fallen between
two stools! "’ True, indeed. Fallen off the French Catholic
stove and beneath the English Protestant stove. Both these
groups had long since organized, if nominal, facilities for the
training of teachers. The French had organized 1'Ecole
Normale Jacques Cartier in 1859, using the Chateau de
Ramezay as its original locale. The McGill Normal School
had been started in the same year and had progressed for
years on Belmont Street, now the site of the Bell Telephone

complex. Later it would move to Ste. Anne de Bellevue, to

McCracken

MacDonald College, some twenty miles west of Montreal,
where the young would be safe from the dangers and
temptations of the big city. Jacques Cartier, too, would
move north to Logan’s Farm, now Lafontaine Park, in
another bucolic setting.

A growing need for personnel to man the English Catholic
schools led to the movement for a separate institution to
meet the situation. Prior to this time, the religious orders of
brothers had carried a major part of the load. The
sisterhoods had done a similar job in providing sisters for
their schools and convents. Teacher training for their
personnel was provided in individual novitiates. Schools,
both elementary and secondary, were strictly segregated as
to sex. So the need for trained laymen increased, as the
growth of school population outpaced the ability of religious
orders to fill the classrooms. The lay teachers who were in
service had come into education through the gateway of the
Bureau Central, or more often had emigrated from the
British Isles or from the other provinces.

Since the reluctance of English-speaking students to
obtain a formal training in a French institution existed then
as now, and since Catholics were not encouraged to attend
MacDonald College, there were no facilities for the potential
English Catholic teacher.

A small group of school officials moved to meet the
situation. Among them were James Lyng, of the Montreal



