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Come September, -1970, The Saint Joseph Teachers'

College moves into a new orbit -a new entity. Like

Solomon Grundy, born on Sunday and buried on Saturday

-and that was the end of Solomon Grundy. Or better still,

from conception through infancy, childhood, adolescence

and finally marriage -a span of some thirty years. And now,

a new name -the Faculty of Education, McGill University.

For it was early in 1939 that the seeds of The St. Joseph

Teachers' College were sown. And in September 1939, the

enterprise oozed into life.

It was a humble beginning. Nevertheless it signalled a new

force in Quebec education. Unheard above the sound of

guns, for World War II had also burst into life -and death.

The impelling reason for its foundation was the timid

emergence of the English Catholic community as an identity

in education. Or as one grandee of the Department of

Education at Quebec remarked: "You have fallen between
two stools! " True, indeed. Fallen off the French Catholic

stove and beneath the English Protestant stove. Both these

groups had long since organized, if nominal, facilities for the

training of teachers. The French had organized l'Ecole

Normale Jacques Cartier in 1859, using the Chateau de

Ramezay as its original locale. The McGill Normal School

had been started in the same year and had progressed for

years on Belmont Street, now the site of the Bell Telephone

complex. Later it would move to Ste. Anne de Bellevue, to

MacDonald College, some twenty miles west of Montreal,

where the young would be safe from the dangers and

temptations of the big city. Jacques Cartier, too, would

move north to Logan's Farm, now Lafontaine Park, in

another bucolic setting.

A growing need for personnel to man the English Catholic

schools led to the movement for a separate institution to

meet the situation. Prior to this time, the religious orders of

brothers had carried a major part of the load. The

sisterhoods had done a similar job in providing sisters for

their schools and convents. Teacher training for their

personnel was provided in individual novitiates. Schools,

both elementary and secondary, were strictly segregated as

to sex. So the need for trained laymen increased, as the

growth of school population outpaced the ability of religious

orders to fill the classrooms. The lay teachers who were in

service had come into education through the gateway of the

Bureau Central, or more often had emigrated from the

British Isles or from the other provinces.

Since the reluctance of English-speaking students to

obtain a formal training in a French institution existed then

as now, and since Catholics were not encouraged to attend

MacDonald College, there were no facilities for the potential

English Catholic teacher.

A small group of school officials moved to meet the

situation. Among them were James Lyng, of the Montreal



St. Joseph's Teachers' College

had been erected in the early eighties on Sherbrooke St.

East in Lafontaine Park. The setting was perfect: wide lawns,

beautiful trees, and the serpentine lagoons of the Park. The

bucolic atmosphere was heightened by an ample barn at the

rear of the playing fields, complete with domestic animals

and fowl. Unfortunately, the bucolic atmosphere extended

into the building proper. The plumbing had been added as an

after-thought, and remained primly Victorian. The heating

system was a vintage concoction of primitive furnaces,

feebly assaulting the gripping cold of the Canadian winter.

The towering ceilings, the drafty windows, the gloomy

woodwork -gave the place a character. Most surprising was

the presence in glassed ceiling-high cabinets, of a remarkable

collection of fauna, the work of industrious predecessors.

The mangy semi-neglected collection seemed ubiquitous.

The English Section was assigned one floor of an aban-

doned wing. Two classrooms were cleared of litter, a large

lecture hall, complete with an astounding array of stuffed

birds and a shrouded skeleton, was readied. An office was

found for the Director, with appropriate Gothic window.

The French Section simply moved over a step or two. Both

groups regarded each other with mild interest. Technically,

the English Section was under the sway of the Principal of

the School. However, and this was before Hugh McLennan,

two solitudes existed -amicably.

In a way this was a blessing in disguise. For many years,

English Catholic Schools had been merely an appendage to

French schools. Programmes were translated holus-polus,

textbooks were often adapted, examinations were French in

inspiration. Gradually the trend moved in the direction of

more and more autonomy. The culmination of this trend

eventually flowered into a separate Programme Committee

and Examination Board for English Catholic Schools. At the

Normal School, the very absence of a formal programme

Catholic School Commission, Michael McManus, a

school principal and member of the Catholic

School Committee of Education, Edson Westcott, a

Provincial Inspector, Gerald Coughlin, a lawyer and

member of the Catholic Committee, and Father

Emmett Carter, a young inspector for the Montreal

Catholic School Commission. Through persistent

effort and political acumen, using the power of the

Honourable Thomas Coonan, and the position of

the influential Catholic Committee, the project was

conceived and pushed. The forceful presence of the

Archbishop of Montreal, Msgr. Georges Gauthier,

on the Catholic Committee, greatly helped, as he

was most sympathetic to the new venture. Finally in February

1939, approval was obtained and the Catholic Committee de-

creed that an institution be set up for the education of English

Catholic male teachers. It was to be called the

Jacques Cartier
~~~.,~,~-,,~" Normal School,

English Section.

Today, with

the vast ramifi-

cations of the

Ministry of

Education, its

astronomical

budgets and

impressive

roster of per-

sonnel, it is

difficult to con-

ceive the

humble begin-

G. Emmett Carter nings of the
" Normal

School". No budget, no buildings, no programme, no staff,

no students. And the target date was September 8, 1939.

Stephen Leacock, airily expanding on his idea of

founding a college, had suggested his sequence. First, a

library, then a common room, next some students and

finally, professors. In this instance, the order was to be

reversed, with the first elements more or less overlooked.

But late in March, a professor was named -a young teacher,

Edward McCracken, and a Director, a young priest, Emmett

Carter, who had formed part of the original committee.

The pressing problem of space was finally solved -at no

cost. The Ecole Normale Jacques Cartier, a frowning bastille.



and the solitude syndrome provided an opportunity for the

development of a unique programme for the education of a

Catholic teacher. This is no place for a study of comparative

education. Suffice to say that the clear-cut destruction of

three major divisions of the curriculum into the Academic,

the Professional, and Student Teaching, was at that time a

significant innovation. The selection of textbooks was

impeded by nothing but

cost. Even examinations

remained under the

control of the School,

setting a precedent which

remained for many years.

With the space

problem under rough

control, with the outlines

of the programme

roughly defined, the next

item was the enrolment

of students. There was

Ed d J M C k no recruitment in the
war. c rac en

modern sense.

Recruitment at that time meant the Armed Forces. By word

of mouth, by beating the academic bushes, the original

complement was flushed in the direction of Lafontaine Park.

The enigmatic bastille was broached by the English.

Two programmes were offered: a one-year course for

College graduates, and a
,,_c~ ","cc two-year course for high

school graduates. These

led to the Superior

Diploma and the

Complementary

Diploma, supplanted
only by the A.B. and C.

diplomas. There was

considerable speculation

from some sides of the

community as to the

need of such extended

education for teaching.

Such feelings die hard;


